BREAKING WITH "TRADITION":

Did '99 report alert Bush Administration to shift in terror tactics? 

The Sociology and Psychology of Terrorism: Who Becomes a Terrorist and Why? By Rex. A. Hudson, Edited by Marilyn Majeska. Federal Research Division , Library of Congress, Wasington D.C. 

Executive Summary: Mindsets of Mass Destruction

New Types of Post-Cold War Terrorists

In the 1970's and 1980's, it was commonly assumed that terrorist used of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) would be counterproductive because such an act would be widely condemned. "Terrorists want a lot of people watching, not a lot of people dead, : Brian Jenkins (1975:15) opined. pp 8-9.

When the assumptions about terrorist groups not using WMD were made in the 1970s and 1980s, most of the terrorist groups making headlines were groups with political or nationalist-separatist agenda. Those groups with some exceptions, such as the Japanese Red Army (JRA--Rengo Sekigun), had reason not to sabotage their ethnic basees of popular support or other domestic or foreign sympathizers of their cause by using WMD.

Trends in terrorism over the past three decades, however, have contradicted the conventional thinking that terrorists are averse to using WMD. It has become increasingly evident that the assumption does not apply to religious terrorist groups or millenarian cults. Indeed since at least the early 1970s analysts, including (somewhat contradictorily) Jenkins, have predicted that the first groups to employ a weapon of mass destruction would be religious sects with a millenarian, messianic, or apocalyptic mindset. 

When the conventional terrorist groups and individuals of the early 1970s are compared with terrorists of the early 1990s, a trend can be seen: the emergence of religious fundamentalist and new religious groups espousing the rhetoric of mass destruction terrorism. In the 1990s, groups motivated by religious imperatives, such as Aum Shinrikyo, Hizballah, and al-Qaida, have grown and proliferated. These groups have a different attitude toward violence--one that...seeks to maximize violence against the perceived enemy, essentially anyone who is not a fundamentalist Muslim or an Aum Shinrikyo member. Their outlook is one that divides the world simplistically into "them" and "us." With its sarin attack on the Tokyo subway system on March 20, 1995, the doomsday cult Aum Shinrikyo turn the prediction of terrorists using WMD into reality. p. 9

New breeds of increasingly dangerous religious terrorists emerged in the 1990s. The most dangerous type is the Islamic fundamentalist. A case in point is Ramzi Yousef, who brough together a loosely organized, ad hoc group, the so-called Liberation Army, apparently for the sole purpose of carrying out the World Trade Center (WTC) operation on Fenruary 26, 1993. p. 10

Ramzi Yousef's plot to blow up the WTC might have killed an estimated 50,000 people had his team not made a minor error in the placement of the bomb. In any case, these two acts in Manhattan and Tokyo seem an ominous foretaste of the WMD terrorism to come in the first decade of the new millenium. p. 11.

New forms of Terrorist-Threat Scenarios
The number of international terrorist incidents has declined in the 1990's, but the potential threat posed by terrorists has increased. The increased threat level, in the form of terrorist actions aimed at achieving a larger scale of destruction than the conventional attacks of the previous three decades of terrorism, was dramatically demonstrated with the bombing of the WTC. The WTC bombing illustrated how terrorists with technological sophistication are increasingly being recruited to carry out lethal terrorist bombing attacks. The WTC bombing may also have been a harbinger fo rmore destructive attacks of international terrorism in the United States. pp. 11-12.

If Iran's mullahs or Iraq's Saddam Hussein decide to use terrorists to attack the continental United States, they would likely turn to bin Laden's al-Qaida....Al-Qaida poses the most serious terrorist threat to U.S. security interests, for al-Qaida's well-trained terrorists are actively engaged in a terrorist jihad against U.S. interests. 

Aum Shinrikyo has already threatened to use WMD in downtown Manhattan or in Washington D.C., where it could attack Congress, the Pentagon's Concourse, the White House, or President Clinton. [Remember this report was written in 1999].

Al-Qaida's expected retaliation for the U.S. cruise missle attack against al-Qaida's training facilities in Afghanistan on August 20, 1998, could take several forms of terrorist attach in the nationa's capital...Suicide bomer(s) belonging to al-Qaida's Martyrdom Battalion could crash-land an aircraft packed with high explosives (C-4 and semtex) into the Pentagon, the headquarters of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), or the White House. Ramzi Yousef had planned to do this against the CIA headquarters. p. 13

Yousef was planning simultaneous bombings of 11 U.s. airliners prior to his capture. Whatever form an attack may take, bin Laden will most likely retaliate in a spectacular way for the cruise missil attack against his Afghan camp in August 1998. pp13, 14. 

