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It was a classic case of the fox guarding the henhouse: in the 1980's the FBI spied on peace activists and labor organizers, it suspected of being disloyal to the US. A key supervisor of the program? Confessed traitor Robert Phillip Hanssen. Kellia Ramares got some reactions to this irony from an constitutional expert, and a target of the probes: a labor organizer who is now an elected official.

Michael Ratner of the New York-based Center for Constitutional Rights. say the level of spying was very broad.

On its website, the FBI claims that its core valuees are: "rigorous obedience to the Constitution of the United States, respect for the dignity of all those we protect, compassion, fairness, and uncompromising personal and institutional integrity. 

