Cut: I’M A GENERAL ASSIGMENT REPORTER FOR THE KPFA EVENING NEWS. I AM NOT NOW, NOR HAVE I EVER BEEN, A PACIFICA NATIONAL STRINGER.

Free Speech Radio News and I have grown a lot since January 31, 2000, when I urged my colleagues not to scab for PNN. Back then, I was a volunteer. Now I make a modest living as an investigative journalist, with specialties in toxics and technology.

And Free Speech Radio News is no longer a once a week protest against Pacifica. It’s a daily newscast with a life of its own. It’s where I’ve reported to you about the relicensing of aging nuclear power plants, the poor air quality of portable classrooms, and what I think is the biggest story of our time: 

Cut: THE NATURAL GAS CRISIS IN NORTH AMERICA IS PART OF THE BIGGER ISSUE OF GLOBAL DEPLETION OF FOSSIL FUELS….

The corporate media won’t tell you that story until the wells run dry because otherwise they’d risk crashing the financial markets. But FSRN ran it on July 15 because you need to know now for your own health and safety. That’s the difference between commodity news and community news. And it’s the reason I’m not out monitoring traffic jams and engaging in witty banter with a morning zoo crew, much as I’d like the steady paycheck. 

FSRN on over 50 stations throughout the U.S? Let’s make it 500, better yet 5000. There’s something I’ve got to tell you…

For Free Speech Radio News, I’m Kellia Ramares, Berkeley, California.   

