Welcome to R.I.S.E.-Radio Internet Story Exchange, a weekly public affairs program helping you to ask questions, find answers, and distinguish the truth from the lie. I’m Kellia Ramares. Today’s topic is Iraq.

I am recording this on December 8, 2002, Earlier today, Iraq turned over its report on its chemical, biological and nuclear programs to the United Nations as required by UN Security Council resolution 1441. The documents are voluminous—more than 12,000 pages--but the Iraqis are saying that it could be summed up in one sentence: “We no longer have any weapons of mass destruction.” 

The White House is still insisting that Iraq has weapons of mass destruction. But Iraqi Lt. Gen. Amer Al-Saadi, a former chief of military production for Iraq, called the Iraqi declaration “accurate” and “truthful.” And so far, UN weapons inspectors currently in Iraq have found nothing that would give lie to that assertion.

Al-Saadi has also challenged the US to provide what evidence it has about supposed Iraqi weapons to the inspectors. 

Sen. Bob Graham, (D-FL) Chair of the Senate Intelligence Committee, told CBS’ Face the Nation, “We are in possession of what I think to be compelling evidence” of the Iraqi weapons program. Thus far, the White House has refused to release its claimed evidence. 

And it may choose not to. It doesn’t matter. The U.S. is going to invade Iraq. The troops are deployed. Command exercises are being held in Qatar. You don’t go that far and then just change your mind, pack up and go home. The weapons of mass destruction issue is a red herring. Consider that Pakistan has nuclear weapons and its population includes supporters of Al-Qaeda, the presumed agents of the 9-11 attacks. Pakistan’s President, Pervez Musharraf,  is a military strongman who forced his way into power. We don’t hear George W. Bush demanding that Pakistan disarm under threat of war. 
There’s two differences between Pakistan and Iraq. The first is Saddam Hussein, the second is oil. We’ll look at both of those issues today, beginning with former UN weapons inspector Scott Ritter. He has written and produced a documentary called, “In Shifting Sands” 

The documentary, written and directed by Ritter, tells the story of the successes and failures of the UNSCOM weapons inspection team in Iraq from 1991 to 1998. On November 14, 2002, Ritter appeared at San Francisco’s Roxie Cinema to answer questions from the audience between showings of the film. Here are some of Ritter’s comments.


Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld today fired back at U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan's statements that Iraq was not in material breach of the most recently passed UN resolution by firing back at US and British planes patrolling the no fly zone. And as the war of words continues between the world leaders, yesterday the British Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament threatened to sue the UK government unless it provides a written guarantee within seven days vowing that Britain will not participate in a war against Iraq without the support of the United Nations. A CND spokesperson added that even with UN backing, an attack with the purpose of regime change would violate international law. According to British Member of Parliament George Galloway, the motives behind military action against Iraq go well beyond the borders of the Persian Gulf country. In an interview with FSRN correspondent Sasha Lilley, Galloway discusses possible Western plans to redraw the map of the Middle East.

You have been listening to R.I.S.E. – Radio Internet Story Exchange, a weekly public affairs program helping you to ask questions, find answers and distinguish the truth from the lie. Special thanks to Jeremy Scahill and www.iraqjournal.org for furnishing the documentary Collateral Voice. Iraqjournal.org is a group of independent journalists and activists - spearheaded by Voices in the Wilderness and the Iraq Peace Team – and coordinated by independent journalists Jeremy Scahill and Jacqueline Soohen on the ground in Baghdad. IraqJournal provides a forum for the distribution of independent information and views from Iraq. Their reports are not edited or censored by any government.

Thanks also to Sacha Lilley and Free Speech Radio News for the interview with British MP George Gallaway. Free Speech Radio News archives are at www.fsrn.org. Thanks also to Democracy Now for Jeremy Scahill’s report “It’s about Oil.” Democracy Now is archived at www.webactive.com.

Radio Internet Story Exchange is produced by myself, Kellia Ramares, in part at the studios of radio station KPFA 94.1 FM in Berkeley, California. The R.I.S.E. website is www.rise4news.net, that’s rise, the number 4, news.net. R.I.S.E. programs are archived on the site. They are also webcast on Partytown Streaming Network, www. Partytown – one word .com  that’s. www.partytown – one word. Com.

And today we welcome another webcaster, Luver, Love Underground Visionary Revolution, to the R.I.S.E. Fold. Listen to Luver online at www.luver.com.

Radio Internet Story Exchange receives no corporate or foundation funding, and depends on you for support. For more information on Donating to R.I.S.E. or promoting or receiving the program, please email kellia at rise4news dot net. That’s K E L L I A  at rise the number 4 news dot net.

This has been R.I.S.E. – Radio Internet Story Exchange. Thanks for listening. 

