Health Maintenance Organizations, or HMOs, are coming under increasing political and legal scrutiny for cutting costs by denying access to medically necessary care.  I'm Kellia Ramares.  In February of 2000, I spoke with Dr. Linda Peeno, of Louisville, Kentucky. A former HMO medical director, Dr. Peeno is now a patients' rights advocate. In this interview, Dr. Peeno gives us an inside look  the HMO culture of denial...and its ruthlessness to doctors, patients and whistleblowers. As you listen to Dr. Peeno, think about the fact that only a handful of states allow patients to sue their HMO's...and that a federal pension law prevents most Americans with employer paid health insurance from suing at all. 

Outro: A Free Patient's Self-Defense Kit is available from the Foundation for Taxpayer and Consumer Rights, at www.consumerwatchdog (one word) dot org. The book "Making a Killing: HMO's and the threat to your health" published by Common Courage Press also contains the kit. You can also read the book online at www.making a killing (one word) dot org. I'm Kellia Ramares.

