Rad Recycling Hearing...

The Department of Energy held meetings in Oakland to accept comments for the record from the public about its proposed programmatic environmental impact statement on the recycling of metals containing residual surface radioactivity. About 65 people, some of whom were DOE employees attended the split session. KPFA's Kellia Ramares attended the evening session filed this report:

If the people who spoke at this evening's meeting are representative of California, the state's response to the DOE's idea to recycle radioactive metals into the stream of everyday commerce is a resounding, unanimous NO. 

Cut: Vox Pop 1

The people also excoriated DOE for lack of meaningful public input. Yesterday's sessions were the only ones planned for California. Critics have accused DOE of holding the hearings in places that would be friendly to the agency, such as suburban Washington D.C., Oak Ridge Tennessee, home of a DOE nuclear reservation, and Richland, Washington, near the Hanford nuclear site. 

A show of hands requested by one speaker demonstrated that most of the attendees heard about the event on KPFA. A DOE staffer claimed that press releases had been sent to the Bay Area papers, the LA Times and the Sacramento Bee. But to the people who were present, many of whom were East Bay residents, the idea that someone from LA would come to Oakland to make comments or cover the meeting was further evidence that the public process was a farce:
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DOE placed a notice of the meetings in the Federal Register on July 12th. On July 13th, the local newspaper of Oak Ridge Tennessee ran a story titled DOE to Investigate fate of scrap metals. The story announced the public meeting in Oak Ridge, which was held on August 2nd,  at the American Museum of Science and Energy.  

Kenneth Peeka, the DOE project manager overseeing the process for the impact statement was not prepared for questions as to why a hotel near the Oakland Coliseum was chosen when there is a large Federal complex in downtown Oakland close to BART, public parking garages and many bus lines. 

Cut:

Peeka did state that the possibility of having more meetings was under discussion. 

The period for written comments on the environmental impact statement ends September 10th. 

Anyone wishing to write DOE to request more hearings should contact Assistant Energy Secretary Carolyn Huntoon, at the Department of Energy in Washington, D.C. 

For KPFA News, I'm Kellia Ramares, in Oakland.

